
Blue Team’s 
Inaugural Season 
By: Amanda Chromiak 

A good attitude and a willingness to 
learn are the two fundamental 
expectations for new athletes coming 
to our practices. However, the group of 
girls making up the 2018-2019 Blue 
team brought more than that to club 
flag. 

The Blue team is eclectic group ranging 
from first semester freshman to juniors, 
Animal Science majors to Astrophysics 
majors, and multi-sport athletes to first 

time players. Being good humans is their one confounding characteristic and the reason we all want 
them to stick around. Athletic ability, academic success, leadership skills, good hearted humor, and 
long lasting friendships paint a small picture of everything this group contributed in their short time 
as a part of the team. 

During the Fall season, the Blue team was able to participate in two NIRSA Regional tournaments: 
Swamp Bowl and the University of Southern 
Mississippi. During this time, many got critical 
playing time offensively and defensively. First time 
sacks, offensive completions and interceptions 
happened for many players. With multiple games 
under their belt, Blue team players will become 
fierce competition for starting spots on the Orange 
team in the coming NIRSA championship season. 

We are thankful these players have become a part of 
our flag family to represent the University of Florida 
on and off the field as club flag football players.  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Briana Gonzalez (CO-CAPTAIN) 
Position: Running Back, Corner 
Year: Sophomore 
Major: Behavioral & Cognitive Neuroscience 
Hobbies: Cheerleading, watch baseball, read 
Fun Fact: HUGE Tampa Bay Rays fan 
Goals for the Future: I want to improve my GPA and eventually 
go to Duke or Vanderbilt to further my eduction after graduating 
from UF. Right now I’m planning on becoming a 
neuropsychologist. I would also love to become more involved at 
UF with organizations and volunteering. 

“I played flag both last year for this team and in high school. I was really excited to see that we 
had so many more people coming out and wanting to learn about the sport that I love and 
wanting to become a part of this team that is so tight-knit.” 

Bryana Mammana (CO-CAPTAIN) 
Position: Outside Receiver, Linebacker 
Year: Sophomore 
Major: Athletic Training 
Hobbies: Shadow athletic trainers, basketball, working out 
Fun Fact: Worked with the Pittsburgh Pirates over the summer 
Goals for the Future: My goal is to work for a collegiate or 
professional sports team. 
"This was my first time playing flag and it was nice to be apart 
of a team again and participate in tournaments. It's crazy to see 
how much the team improved throughout the semester. My 
favorite memory is everyone getting overly competitive playing ultimate tennis ball." 

MEET THE 2018 TEAM
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Amanda Wichterman 
Position: Inside, Safety 
Year: Sophomore 
Major: Biology 
Hobbies: Running and eating Moes' Stacks 
Fun Fact: I fell 31 feet out of the Jennings window last May. 
Goals for the Future: I want to one day become a veterinarian. 
"This was my first time playing "real" flag football. It was cool to 
see all of the different positions in place instead of just running 
around the backyard with my brothers.” 

Angel Footman 
Position: Rusher, Running Back 
Year: Junior 
Major: English 
Hobbies: Slam Poetry Team 
Fun Fact: ambidextrous 
Goals for the Future: I want to become a Civil Rights Attorney 
in order to help multiple countries in Africa get sustainable 
clean water. 
“This wasn’t my first time playing flag but it was a great 
season with great people. My favorite memory is scoring a 
touchdown at Swamp Bowl.” 

Asumi Suzuki 
Position: Corner 
Year: Sophomore 
Major: Communication & Sport Management 
Hobbies: Eating, Running and Traveling 
Fun Fact: I from Japan and just studying here for the year. 
Also, I’ve been to 16 countries! 
Goals for the Future: I want to have more great experiences at 
UF and one day work in the sports industry. 
“Everyone worked hard this season and I had a lot of fun. I 
hope that I can continue to improve at flag football.” 
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Christa DeCoursey 
Position: Safety, Center, Slot Receiver 
Year: Sophomore 
Major: Physics & Astronomy 
Hobbies: Parkour, Guitar, Astrophysics Research 
Fun Fact: I was named ‘Christa’ because she was born on 
Christmas Eve. 
Goals for the Future: Become an astronaut and go to outer 
space 
“Flag is awesome! This year was my first time playing so I 
didn’t know what to expect, but I have a new favorite sport 
now!” 

  
Kriss Eisaman 
Position: Outside Receiver, Safety 
Year: Sophomore 
Major: Animal Biology 
Hobbies: Riding Horses 
Fun Fact: Started riding horses at the age of 3 and started 
playing volleyball at the age of 9 
Goals for the Future: Become a vet through UF’s Vet Med 
school 
“It was so much fun playing a competitive sport with such nice 
people. This was my first year playing and I loved it!” 

  
Lauren Mansuy 
Position: Corner 
Year: Freshman 
Major: Exploratory 
Hobbies: Reading, spending time with friends and family 
Fun Fact: Has a mini goldendoodle named Kali 
Goals for the Future: My goal is to decide on a major 
"I thought that this season was a great learning experience 
and I loved meeting everyone at the first day of practice." 
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Lorea Jackson 
Position: Outside Receiver, Line Backer 
Year: Junior 
Major: Marine Science 
Hobbies: Piano, volunteering at Jungle Friends, reading 
Fun Fact: Knows a lot about movies! (She’s really into films) 
Goals for the Future: Become a better flag player (especially 
offensively), become either a dolphin trainer or a marine biologist 
“It was my first time playing flag, and although I enjoyed it I feel as 
though I still have a lot to learn.” 

Micayla Yates 
Position: Slot Receiver, Corner 
Year: Sophomore 
Major: Public Relations 
Hobbies: UF PRSSA, Volleyball, Cheering on the Gators at a 
basketball game 
Fun Fact: Met Taylor Swift’s mother 
Goals for the Future: Be successful, happy, and able to 
travel the world 
“I played flag football my senior year of high school, but it 
was not as serious as it is here at UF. It was so much fun 
getting to play on a competitive team again.” 

Nicole Fleury 
Position: Running Back, Rusher 
Year: Freshman 
Major: Exploratory  
Hobbies: Soccer, Art 
Fun Fact: I ran a half marathon last year. 
Goals for the Future: I want to study abroad. 
“I had played flag football in high school so it was interesting 
playing with new teammates.” 
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Golden Opportunity:  
Playing Up for Nationals 
By: Kailyn Scully 

At the end of the 2018 season, two blue team players were 
awarded for their incredible athletic achievements and their 
dedication to UF Flag by being given the opportunity to play at 
the NIRSA National Tournament with the orange team. 
Sophomores Amanda Wichterman and Bryanna Mammana are 
shining examples of hard-workers and athletes who strive for success. Neither girl had played flag 
before this season but that didn’t stop them from excelling in the sport and proving that they 
belonged on that national championship field. Below are their thoughts on the experience. 

Amanda Wichterman -  
After I learned that I was getting pulled up to 
Orange for nationals, I was super excited but 
also nervous. I was excited to to be able too see 
how upper level flag teams play, and to improve 
my flag playing skills by playing with more 
experienced players. Even though I was excited 
to have the chance to be a national champion, I 
was also nervous that I’d somehow screw up 
something whenever I went on the field 
towards the end of each game. However, after 
the first initial game, I knew there was nothing 
to be nervous about and that we were all just 
there to win some flag. It was awesome being 
pulled up for nationals, and winning the 
national championship with this team is 
definitely something that I’ll never forget. 

Bryanna Mammana -  
It was such a great opportunity to be able to 
play at nationals and represent the University of 
Florida. Through the season, we would see 
some of the same teams at our tournaments, so 
it was cool to play against different teams we 
hadn’t seen this year, even a team from Mexico. 
In the end, every team wants to win nationals, 
but with being the defending national 
champions, there was extra motivation to win. I 
was so glad to be able to help our team achieve 
that and become national champions for a 
second year in a row. There couldn’t have been 
a better way to end winter break and start off 
the spring semester. Go Gators!  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Rachel Mealey 
Position: Quarterback 
Year: Freshman 
Major: Psychology 
Hobbies: Softball, Exploring, Going to the Gym, Mudding 
Fun Fact: I make to-do lists for everything 
Goals for the Future: Become a nurse or a paramedic and buy a cute 
little house with four dogs. 
“I loved seeing the progression of the team and how much we came 
together by the end of the season.” 
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A SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL OF OUR SPONSORS!
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