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SEASON RECAP
Club Member Emily
Harrell reflects on last
years' season and the
national championship

SCHEDULE
What are we up to this
season? Look here for all
the games and events.

COACHES SPOTLIGHT
Let us formally introduce 
you to our coaches, 
they're pretty great!
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IN THIS
ISSUE...
Catch up on all the latest
from Club Flag Football 



THE YEAR OF THE 
CHAMPIONS 

Throughout the fall 
semester, this team 
would go on to win 

the Swamp Bowl 
championship in 

quadrupole 
overtime, win the 

Southern 
Mississippi 

championship in 
overtime, and win 

UF’s intermural 
tournament. 
Winning the 

Swamp Bowl 
tournament meant 

a free and 
automatic entry to 

the National 
Championship in 

Pensacola, Florida 
in 2018. The team 

made it to 
Nationals; but why 

stop there? 
(cont. pg. 3)   

UF’s girls’ flag 
football started the 
season with one 
goal in mind: 
make it to 
Nationals. As a 
new team, not 
even a year old, 
many would think 
that winning even 
a few games 
would be a big 
accomplishment. 
However, this 
team wanted 
more. 
In August of 2017, 
practice started. A 
few girls had 
never played the 
sport before; a few 
girls played on the 
same high school 
flag football team; 
and, a few girls 
played against   

each other in high school. Immediately, the 
team clicked and friendships were formed. One 
practice a week, coaches from Robinson High 
School in Tampa, Florida, drove to Gainesville 
to coach practice; the other day of practice was 
run by the players. 
 

By Emily Harrell



A National title was calling 
their name. 
While a few concussions, a 
few bruised bodies, and 
several sore muscles 
occurred, no one on the 
team stopped from giving 
110%. The team had a 
mission to accomplish. 
In January of 2018, the 
National Championship 
occurred in Pensacola, 
Florida. UF’s girls’ team 
played teams from all over 
the United States and 
Mexico. They won the semi- 
finals against the past 
National Champion title  
holder, UCF. 
Then, on January 7, 2018, not even a year after the team became official, UF played 
FAMU for the National Championship. UF played FAMU in the Swamp Bowl Championship
and in the Southern Mississippi Championship so both teams were very familiar with each 
other. 
Like Swamp Bowl and Southern Mississippi, the National Championship went into 
overtime. The last play of the game: FAMU had the ball, close to the end zone. And, if 
FAMU scored, they would win; if UF stopped them, UF would win. As their quarterback 
threw the ball, UF intercepted the pass to win. A team that barely knew each other 6 
months before, won the National Championship. 
UF’s team is one like no other. While, yes, the team now has a National title, the team is 
much more. This team is a team that cares about each other, exhibits excellent 
sportsmanship, promotes great teamwork, and is truly passionate about the sport. 
UF played 3 NIRSA regulated tournaments and one UF intermural tournament in the 2017- 
2018 season, winning every single tournament. The 2018-2019 season starts on August 
27, 2018 with one goal in mind: another national title.  



COACHES 
CORNER

Learn about the coaches 
who helped lead the team 

 through our first season

Jeff Melesky- No stranger to championships, Jeff joined the Robinson Flag coaching staff in 
2013 after winning a state championship in cheerleading in 2012. Since he started coaching 
flag, he has been a part of three state champion teams and one National Championship here at 
UF. He is great on both offense and defense and gets very excited about punt returns. All of this
aside, he is known best for his hugs and sideline pep-talks. 

Tim Mimbs- Over the past 25 years, he has coached just about any sport you can think of. 
In 2013 he began coaching Flag Football at Robinson High school where they have won 
four state championships! He coached the USF club team form 2014-2016 before upgrading
and coming to Gainesville where he helped lead us to a National Championship in 2017.

Joshua Saunders- For the past 11 year, Saunders has been the head coach at Robinson High 
School. During that time, the team has won seven straight district titles and four state titles. 
Saunders was named to the NIRSA Editorial Board in 2015, which means he helps write and edit 
the rule book, something he lets all the refs know. In 2017 he started coaching for UF and helped 
lead us through our first season, which included a National Championship! 

From left to right in the picture above:



Mark Your Calendars... 
What this month looks like for UF flag

7th
What: Helping Hands Volunteers 
Where: PetSmart Gainesville (Archer) 
When: 10:30-2/2-5:30

What: Scrimmage (Tampa) 
Where: The Prep of South Tampa- 4002 S
Coolidge, Ave Tampa, FL 
When: 10am-3pm

14th

19th- 
21st

What: Swamp Bowl!! 
Where: UF 
When: All weekend, game times TBD

23rd

What: Fundraiser @ Gumby's 
Where: Gumby's Pizza- 2028 SW 34th St,
Gainesville, FL 
When: 11 am-11:30 pm

October  2018


